
The Swiss Creative Writing Prize is a new competition to encourage creative writing in English 
amongst high-school aged students in Switzerland.

It aims to help students develop their thinking, self-expression and creative skills as well as their 
ability to write in English. Ultimately, we hope that students will develop a love for language and 
literature.

The Prize will be launched in the 2018-2019 school year. Any high-school aged student in the Swiss 
public education system can submit work in the following categories:

• Short Story (up to 1,000 words, either fiction or narrative non-fiction) 
• Poetry (up to two poems of any length) 

The Prize judges will choose up to 10 students for a shortlist. These students will be invited to a 
writing workshop with the judges in mid-May 2019. The winner will be announced at the Reception 
following the workshop. The winning student in each category will receive CHF 500 (total) in book 
tokens and cash. 

We hope (but cannot guarantee) that the shortlisted submissions will be published in an anthology.

Please note, students attending schools where the language of teaching is predominantly English, 
such as international schools, are NOT eligible to take part.



Short Story Prize

1st Prize: CHF 500 (Book tokens and Cash) | Writing Workshop | Winner’s Reception
10 Shortlisted Submissions: Writing Workshop | Winner’s Reception

Theme for the competition
Short Story Judge Michelle Bailat-Jones has chosen the theme: Place
“Place can be a country,  can be a neighborhood or a school. Place can be a city,  either real or 
imagined. Place can be a sofa or a car or a dining room table. Place can be a memory, can be an 
invention, can be an idea. Place can be a forest, a mountain, an ocean. Place can be the top of a  
building, can be an underground tunnel. What’s important to remember is that the details of your 
“place” reveal and contain the emotions of your story.”

What Michelle Bailat-Jones is looking for in a short story
“For the short story and narrative non-fiction in general, I am looking for a bit of fire, a spark of 
something special.  With only 1000 words,  the piece needs to grab the reader  right away in its 
opening lines and then surprise or wow the reader by the end. 

In terms of the theme of PLACE, I am looking specifically to be carried away into a new world, to 
somewhere exciting and unfamiliar, to a place I’ve never been—and this stands whether you’re 
writing about a Swiss home or city or village, or a faraway land or time that you’ve invented with 
your awesome brain and creative inspiration. 

If this place is where you’re putting YOUR heart, then your story or essay will invite me to leave 
MY heart there, too. I want to laugh or cry, or even rage alongside you. 

I am not looking for flawless English but a sense of skilled storytelling or narration, a dedication to 
detail and internal story logic, and a focus on setting to convey emotion.”

Word Limit: There is a 1,000 word limit, not including the title.

Submissions: Stories can be submitted from 1st October 2018 until midday on Tuesday, 15th April 
2019. Shortlisted students will be contacted at the end of April 2019 and invited to the Workshop 
and Reception to take place most likely on Sunday, 12th May in Lucerne.

Submission is free, but is limited to one story per student. Students may submit to both the Poetry 
Prize and the Short Story Prize.

Entry requirements:  The Short Story Prize is open to any student high-school aged student in 
Swiss public upper-secondary education. There are currently no age divisions, however students 
must  note  whether  they  are  mother-tongue  English  speakers,  or  following  a  bi-lingual  study 
programme, and whether they are studying for the Maturity Certificate. The competition is not open 
to students from schools where the teaching is primarily in English, such as international schools.

Please read the rules before submitting.



Short Story Judge

Michelle Bailat-Jones is a writer and translator. She is the author of two novels,  Unfurled (Oct 
2018)  and  Fog Island  Mountains (2014),  winner  of  the  Center  for  Fiction’s  2013  Christopher 
Doheny Prize. 

Her  translations  include  two  novels  by  celebrated  Swiss  modernist  Charles  Ferdinand  Ramuz: 
Beauty on Earth (Skomlin, 2013) and What if the Sun…? (Skomlin, 2016) along with shorter work 
by Julia Allard Daudet, Claude Cahun, Laure Mi-Hyun Croset, Timba Bema, Alexandre Correa, and 
Céline Cerny. 

Her fiction, translations, poetry, and criticism have appeared in The Kenyon Review, Hayden’s Ferry 
Review,  The Rumpus,  Necessary Fiction,  The Quarterly Conversation,  Cerise Press,  Two Serious  
Ladies and PANK. 

She has an MFA from Emerson College, and works as a freelance writer, translator, and manuscript 
consultant. She is the Translations Editor for the webjournal  Necessary Fiction, and a four-time 
judge for the Christopher Doheny Award at The Center for Fiction. 

Michelle  was  born  in  Japan,  grew  up  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  of  the  US,  and  now  lives  in  
Switzerland.



Short Story Prize Rules
By entering the prize you agree to the following terms and conditions. Failure to follow these rules 
could lead to disqualification:

• The theme of the 2018-2019 Short Story Prize is ‘Place’

• The stories can be either fiction or narrative non-fiction

• You are limited to one submission of up to 1,000 words, not including the title

• You must include the title of your work on your submission, but not your name

• You may also submit to the Poetry Prize, but must submit your poem(s) separately through 
the Poetry Submission Portal

• Submissions will open on 1st October 2018 at 11am, and close at midday on Tuesday, 15th 
April 2019. Submission is free

• Submissions  must  be  in  Word  format  and  submitted  through  the  Short  Story  Prize 
submissions portal on this website. Submissions must be in 12-point Times New Roman and 
double spaced.

• Your work must be your own. It must be original and not already published online or offline

• You must be in upper-secondary Swiss public education when you submit your work

• Students in schools where the teaching language is primarily English, such as international 
schools, are NOT eligible to enter the prize

• During the submission process you must indicate whether you are bilingual (English with 
another language) or undertaking a immersion course of study (such as a year abroad in an 
English-speaking country). Extra consideration will be given to students who are non-native 
and not in immersion programmes

• During the submission process you must indicate whether you are studying for the Maturity 
Certificate. Extra consideration will be given to students who are not taking this exam.

• All submissions will be judged anonymously

• The judge’s decision is final and without appeal

• The judges, the organisers, their friends and family are not allowed to enter the competition

• Short-listed writers  will  be contacted at  the end of  April  2019. The results  will  also be 
published online

• Up to 10 short-listed writers will be invited to a half-day writing workshop, most likely on 
Sunday, 12th May in Lucerne, where they will be taught by the prize judge

• There will be a Reception following the workshop for the short-listed writers and a guest

• The winner will be announced at the Reception and receive a CHF 500 (total) prize in cash 
and book tokens from the prize judge

• By entering the prize you allow us to use any photos of the workshop, reception or prize 
giving on our website and communications materials

• By entering  the  prize you give  us  the the  exclusive  right  to  publish the  shortlisted  and 
winning short stories for a period of six months following their announcement. After six 
months, rights revert to the author

• The organisers reserve the right to change these terms and conditions at any time



Poetry Prize

1st Prize: CHF 500 (Book tokens and Cash) | Writing Workshop | Winner’s Reception
10 Shortlisted Submissions: Writing Workshop | Winner’s Reception

Theme for the competition
Poetry Judge Padraig Rooney has chosen the theme: Water
“Lakes, rivers, sea, a glass of water, the sensation of thirst, the water table, the rising seas, the Dead 
Sea, a cool swim, the tap in the morning, H2O, wave energy, a hot bath, ice, giant hailstones, water-
borne bacteria, an Alpine stream, flow …”

What Padraig Rooney is looking for in a poem
“I like clarity and ordinary language. If the language is pseudo-poetic or over-fancy or showing off 
too much, it makes me distrust what is written. Sometimes young poets think they have to adopt a 
poetic manner and diction – that turns me off. Keep it clear, in language that doesn’t draw too much 
attention to itself. I much prefer teenage spirit to teenage romance, concrete language to abstract 
terms, and understatement to shouting from the rooftops.

I dislike cliches, of thought or language. With expanded media, we are swamped by cliches: pop 
psychology cliches (“I hear you, I’m reaching out to you…”), management cliches (We’re moving 
forward, striving for profit, team-building…”). Cliches are dead language, and language in a poem 
should be fresh and alive. One of my favourite pieces of advice is from the American poet William 
Carlos Williams: “No ideas but in things”.

I like narrative: the poem telling a story, which needn’t be a true or a real story. Be playful with 
narrative.  Let  it  spill  over  the end of the line into the next  line.  Be playful  with history,  with 
geography,  with  the  facts.  You’re  not  writing  a  textbook  or  a  fact-based  essay  but  a  piece  of 
imaginative writing.

If there is surprise for the writer, there will be surprise for the reader. Privilege the imagination and 
what the Irish poet Matthew Sweeney calls “wierdness”.

I like a formal arrangement but also free verse. Think of a poem as a Rubik cube, a jig-saw, as a 
game console. Think in terms of the line, and of groups of lines: give them shape. A poem should  
have some rhythm; if it doesn’t have rhythm then it’s prose.

If you’re unsure of the correctness of your English, have the poem checked by someone whose 
English you trust. Be humble enough to take on board a second, a third view.”

Line limit: There is no maximum.

Submissions: Poems can be submitted from 1st October 2018 until midday on Tuesday, 15th April 
2019. Shortlisted students will be contacted at the end of April 2019 and invited to the Workshop 
and Reception to take place most likely on Sunday, 12th May in Lucerne..

Submission is free, but is limited to two poems per student. Students may submit to both the Poetry 
Prize and the Short Story Prize.

Entry  requirements:  The  Poetry  Prize  is  open  any  student  in  Swiss  upper-secondary  public 
education.  There  are  currently no  age  divisions,  however  students  must  note  whether  they are 



mother-tongue English speakers, or following a bi-lingual study programme. The competition is not 
open to students from schools where the teaching is primarily in English,  such as international 
schools.

Please read the rules before submitting.



Poetry Judge

Padraig  Rooney was  born in  Ireland and has  spent  most  of  his  adult  life  abroad,  teaching in 
schools in Paris, Japan, Thailand, Rome and Budapest.

He began writing short stories in his late teens, published in New Irish Writing (Irish Press) and in 
Best  Irish  Short  Stories (Paul  Elek).  He was  awarded  two Irish  Arts  Council  bursaries.  Three 
collections of poems have appeared intermittently, the latest  The Fever Wards (2010, Salt) and a 
bilingual selection in German and English, Angelandet (2017, Wolfbach).

His poems have won the Patrick Kavanagh Award, the Strokestown Poetry Award and the Listowel 
Single Poem Prize,  and have been anthologised in  Scanning the Century: the Penguin Book of  
Poetry  in  the  Twentieth  Century,  Dancing  With  Kitty  Stobling:  the  Patrick  Kavanagh  Award  
Winners  1971-2003,  The  Backyards  of  Heaven:  Contemporary  Poetry  from  Ireland  and  
Newfoundland & Labrador and Our Shared Japan.

The Gilded Chalet: Off-piste in Literary Switzerland (2015, Nicholas Brealey), a travel book about 
writers in Switzerland, was described by the Times Literary Supplement as “Brilliant. Thoroughly 
absorbing.” Rooney has recently been translating the 1930s American journalism of Swiss writer 
Annemarie  Schwarzenbach.  He  has  lived  in  Switzerland  for  sixteen  years  and  teaches  at 
International School Basel. His website is www.padraigrooney.com

http://www.padraigrooney.com/


Poetry Prize Rules
By entering the prize you agree to the following terms and conditions. Failure to follow these rules 
could lead to disqualification:

• The theme of the 2018-2019 Poetry Prize is ‘Water’

• There is no line limit

• You may submit up to two poems

• You may also submit to the Short Story Prize, but must submit your story separately through 
the Short Story submission portal 

• Submissions will open on 1st October 2018 at 11am, and close at midday on Tuesday, 15th 
April 2019. Submission is free

• Submissions must be in Word format and submitted through the Poetry Prize submissions 
portal on this website. If you are submitting two poems please do so on the same document, 
but start the second poem on a new page. We would prefer submissions in 12-point Times 
New Roman, but appreciate you might wish to use other fonts

• Your work must be your own. It must be original and not already published online or offline

• You must be in upper-secondary Swiss public education when you submit your work

• Students in schools where the teaching language is primarily English, such as international 
schools, are NOT eligible to enter the prize

• During the submission process you must indicate whether you are bilingual (English with 
another language) or undertaking a immersion course of study (such as a year abroad in an 
English-speaking country). Extra consideration will be given to students who are non-native 
and not in immersion programmes

• During the submission process you must indicate whether you are studying for the Maturity 
Certificate. Extra consideration will be given to students who are not taking this exam.

• Do not write your name on your submission. All submissions will be judged anonymously

• The judge’s decision is final and without appeal

• The judges, the organisers, their friends and family are not allowed to enter the competition

• Short-listed poets will be contacted at the end of April May 2019. The results will also be 
published online

• Up to 10 short-listed poets will be invited to a half-day writing workshop, most likely on 
Sunday, 12th May in Lucerne, where they will be taught by the prize judge

• There will be a Reception following the workshop for the short-listed poets and a guest

• The winner will be announced at the Reception and receive a CHF 500 (total) prize in cash 
and book tokens from the prize judge

• By entering the prize you allow us to use any photos of the workshop, reception or prize 
giving on our website and communications materials

• By entering  the  prize you give  us  the the  exclusive  right  to  publish the  shortlisted  and 
winning poems for a period of six months following their announcement. After six months, 
rights revert to the author

• The organisers reserve the right to change these terms and conditions at any time



For Teachers

The Swiss Creative Writing Prize is the initiative of Matthew Wake, the owner of Books Books 
Books, an independent English bookshop in Lausanne.

The aim of the prize is  to  encourage teenagers  to write and to value this  activity as a  way to 
articulate their ideas and dreams and anxieties. It is hoped that you will find the prize a useful 
adjunct to your teaching.

Throughout the submission process the emphasis will be placed on the value of writing as a creative 
endeavour with the idea that creating a piece of work and putting your name to it is already an 
achievement. 

During the summer of 2018, I will explore the possibility of setting up an association and apply for  
funding from foundations  and other  benevolent  bodies.  If  I  should be unsuccessful  in  securing 
funding, then the cost of the competition will be met by Books Books Books. 

We are currently looking for a publisher for the winning entries and hope to secure this during the  
year. 

During the  submission process  the students  will  be asked to  supply the  email  address  of  their 
teacher.  This  will  be  used  to  verify  the  student’s  credentials  in  the  event  that  they  are  being 
considered for the long or shortlist.  The email will be kept strictly confidential. It will be not be 
used for marketing purposes, nor passed on to other parties. 

In September, we plan to produce a practical teaching plan which teachers can use in the classroom. 
This will be posted on the website. We would also like to know if you would like us to organise a 
workshop in your area to discuss this plan, and also to give teachers an opportunity to share ideas 
between themselves. Please contact us if you would like to set up a workshop, or if you have any 
other questions regarding the prize.

Email: matthew.wake@booksbooksbooks.ch
phone: 021 311 25 84 (Monday – Saturday, 9.00 – 18.00

In future years we  hope to add further categories, such as age divisions, level of English or other  
writing  forms.  In  the  meantime,  you  will  find  below the  resources  that  the  prize  judges  have 
selected for their categories. 

I do hope you will encourage your students to take part. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you 
have any questions. 

Matthew Wake

mailto:matthew.wake@booksbooksbooks.ch


Short Story Resources

Michelle Bailat-Jones has suggested the following websites for students and teachers looking for 
resources, prompts or inspiration:

Check out these literary magazines for teenagers and young adults! 

For story ideas and basic short story structure:

https://thewritepractice.com/short-story-ideas/

Young Voices (CAN)

http://torontopubliclibrary.typepad.com/teens/young-voices-magazine.html

Canvas (USA)

http://canvasliteraryjournal.com/

One Teen Story (USA)

https://www.one-story.com/index.php?page=ots

Voiceworks (Australia)

http://www.voiceworksmag.com.au/

Cicada (USA)

http://cicadamag.com/

Are you lost yet (UK)
http://www.areyoulostyet.com/

The Telling Room (USA)

https://www.tellingroom.org/stories

https://www.tellingroom.org/stories
http://www.areyoulostyet.com/
http://cicadamag.com/
http://www.voiceworksmag.com.au/
https://www.one-story.com/index.php?page=ots
http://canvasliteraryjournal.com/
http://torontopubliclibrary.typepad.com/teens/young-voices-magazine.html
https://thewritepractice.com/short-story-ideas/


Poetry Resources

Padriag  Rooney  has  suggested  the  following  websites  for  students  and  teachers  looking  for 
resources, prompts or inspiration:

The Poetry Foundation
A wealth of poems and resources for writers and teachers.

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/

National Poetry Library
https://www.nationalpoetrylibrary.org.uk/

Spoken Word Poetry
Check out Hollie McNish on YouTube and take it from there.

https://www.youtube.com/user/holliemcnish/videos

Billy Collins
Billy Collins is a popular American poet who uses humour. Check out some of his animations or 
action poems.

http://www.bcactionpoet.org/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ZSIYQeF7FE

Poetry.org
http://www.poetry.org/

http://www.poetry.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ZSIYQeF7FE
http://www.bcactionpoet.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/holliemcnish/videos
https://www.nationalpoetrylibrary.org.uk/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/
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